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Comment 
I am writing in relation to the question of covering hearing aids in the Vt Benchmark Plans. As an 
administrator for services for infants and toddlers with disabilities, I believe it is important for Vermont 
to support all children have their health needs met to ensure optimal health and development. 
Equitable access to hearing aids should be part of the Board's consideration of covering hearing aids in 
the Vt Benchmark Plans. The inability to hear well can affect children's social, emotional, language and 
communication, and broader foundations of development. More long term impacts can include delays 
in reading and other academic benchmarks, putting children with h earing loss both developmentally 
and educationally behind their hearing peers. 
 
Your public comment will be shared with the Board. To promote transparency, the Board sometimes 
posts public comments on its website. Are you okay with the Board posting your comment? If no, your 
comment will be sent to the Board but not posted. 
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